1783]                    THE COALITION
already so strained that the Ministry-—" my son's M King sometimes called it-—must have known the qu thorny. The tastes of George III being as frugal as son were extravagant, a clear understanding wit seemed the first essential to a settlement. Yet Fox ; porters in the Cabinet prevailed on the other Mini reluctantly, to allot the sum of j£ 100,000 a year to the that, too, without consulting the King. According Walpole, the proposal came to light during a casual < between the King and the Duke of Portland on I ttl account given in the " Fox Memorials " seems, how< vict George III of inconsistency,1 In any case, he claimed against the proposal, as showing that Minis their professions of economy, "were ready to sacrific interests to the wishes of an ill'tidviseti young man "; his readiness to allow the Prince ,£50,000 a year fr< List, so as not to burden the public. This was the s himself had received as Prince of Wales; and he ground in proposing to support his bachelor sun t allowance.
This was the mine sprung upon the Ministry on i promised to end their existence'; and Fox believ King would seize the opportunity to dismiss Minist Parliament, awl appeal to the country on the cry < paternal authority, and no mischief-making between .son. Doubtless he would have clone so but fur the compliance of the Prince of Wales with his express an act of submission due less to the filial devotion e than to his desire to save his favourite from a crush!
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